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Leicester teacher Everett

awarded Fellowship to travel,
study in Japan this summer

CSHEFYREY.
THE BRYAN MCSH ‘
FEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Leicester Middle School teacher Norman Everett is headed for Japan this

EVERETT

continued from page A1

Additional highlights of the fellow-
ship include visits to Japanese schools,
major companies, and industrial facili-
ties. Moreover, sightseeing excursions
are planned to allow the fellows to learn
about Japanese culture and society.

For Everett, the trip to Japan is
especially meaningful after COVID-19
caused a lengthy delay. He was initially
selected for the fellowship in 2020, but
the pandemic has prevented his travel
to Japan until this summer,

“I participated in a virtual version

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
NEWS STAFF WRITER

2022 &
LRE—DIgxz Ly hE&E

LEICESTER — Educators
often enjoy their summers
resting with family after a
hard-working school year, but
the journey of learning will
continue next month for one
Leicester Middle School teach-
er long after the final bell rings.

LMS social studies teach-
er Norman Everett has been
awarded a 2022 Keizai Koho
Center Teacher Fellowship to
travel and study in Japan. From
June 19-29, fellows will have the

s opportunity to learn about the

Japanese economy, various
busi an ary
Japanese society. Fellows will
also participate in roundtable
discussions with educators and
get involved in several other
activities during their stay in
Japan.

“This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for me to improve my
own teaching skills. I am excit-
ed for the opportunity to teach a
class in Japan and interact with
Japan’s education profession-
als,” Everett said. “I have taught
about Japan in my classes, but
I am really excited about the

BICEEINSEBER~DBEE
Ja5SLIZEREND

FROFLEFRNIESET
LI-ROERAICERIEED
2K YKL T EMN -
AN, LRAE—HEEOIT T
Ly FEEDZFVDRITERE
HOBREDTF v A LAROT=
BOEKRAETHES..

Courtesy photo

Tun To EVERETT, page A12

of the program in 2021. In one virtual
meeting, we were able to talk with a for-
mer Japanese ambassador to the United
States,” Everett said.

After reapplying to the program this
year, Everett was selected and can't
wait to land on the other side of the
International Date Line. Once there, he
will join the other fellows in teaching a
lesson at a Japanese school about World
War L.

The experience will also greatly
assist Everett in his instruction back
in Leicester.

“It is exciting to finally get to travel
to Japan after two years of COVID-19

11

opportunity to visit the country
and see how the Japanese peo-

related delays,” Everett said. “It will be
exciting to bring everything that I have
experienced in this fellowship to the
classroom for the 202223 school year.”

The fellowship is sponsored by the
Keizai Koho Center (KKC), an inde-
pendent nonprofit organization.
Established in 1978, the KKC has served
as a platform for the Japanese business
community to interact with key stake-
holders inside and outside of Japan.

“I am very honored and thankful
to the Keizai Koho Center for all of
their work organizing this fellowship
through all of the COVID-19 restrictions
and delays,” said Everett, who also won

the Bryan McSheffrey Teacher of the
Year Award for 2022.

LMS leaders commend Everett for
his commitment to education and pro-
viding the best opportunities for his
students.

“Leicester Middle School is honored
to have a teacher like Mr. Norman
Everett. His dedication to students is
second to none,” said LMS Principal
Christopher Fontaine. “As we continue
to have a mindset of always improving,
the valuable information and experi-
ence that Mr. Everett will gain will only
continue to help push our schools in the
right direction.”
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Each year, ten teachers are selected to travel to Japan to study business,
education, and cultural aspects of the country.  This past summer, | was one of the
teachers fortunate to be selected by Keizai Koho for this excursion.

The experiences vary each year with different locations explored each year.
Business visits this year included Toshiba and Cancn, where | was interested to
discover they produce much more than the computers and cameras that they are
known for. The education system in Japan places high pressure on students to

perform well on the standardized placement test for college.

If the high school

students do poory on the test, they are not aliowed to enter the best colieges

and thersfore not able to pursue their career goals. Other attributes characteriz-
ing Japanese culture include minimézing the gender gap, preparing for the 2020
Ohympic games, decreasing population, and intemational concemes with China and

Morth Korea.

| would like to encourage you to take the opportunity to visit Japan yourself.

Keizai Koho has applications available at http:mnm.kk{:.m:jpa’eruglimffeﬂmshi_p.j

Indes hitm. Al it requires is a letter of application, resume, lesson plan, and will-
ingneass to share your expenences when you retum. |t is an experence weil
worthwhile.
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Harmoy, Innovation and Conscienee
The 2004 Keizai Koho
FellowshipTour of Japan

Ty KEITH SaMLEL SO

ewfoundland and [apan. Two small idands

with distinet cobmral idemities, Tomged by 2

mnigue peography and a mpesivous rela-
tonship with the cokesal continents leoming off sur
masis. The differences beiween o= are all o obwi-
ous; it 13 only throagh sxperiencing oor common

iy thai we o iruly leam from one another
This pust summer | was mist honored a5 the Keml
Kioho Cenber prowided sach an opporiunity

ey i corthons o B ladecd ) Bkt Sacwior e
R K G Tk

The Keizal Koho Cemier (KLY, also known as
The japan tstiuie for Sovsd and Eronomic Afars,
I a private, non-profll organization which fosiers bec-
ter understanding of the goals and rode of business in
a democatc sodeby. The KK Towr s andoced in
moperation with the Naonal Asoastion of Japan.
Americ Socketies (NAAS) in 'Washington, DLC. the
socual Education Asoctatin of Australiz and the
Amsociation kor the Teaching of the Soctal Sdences in
the United Kingdom. I purpose 15 45 heip Americn,
Ausiralian, Britsh and Canadian educiors beoome
betier arustnted with contemporsny [apan in the
Interesis of global undersanding. The iow opsaies
with the assisance of an Impresive army of pariners
rom varioos seclons of [ammnese socety

This vear's program, which took place from June
28 o July 12, was the bwenty-fifth m a seres dat has
been offered every yar since 1980 The wo-week
program atms i give sducsoms whom the KEC cnn-
siders io be opinion leades in their respeciive com-
munites firsthand contace wesh fapan that will help
them accuraiely repot on cumeni conditions slie
remrning (o thesr home comintes. Peleen educion
were selecied 25 Kzl Koho Pellows for 2004, jen
fromm the United Staes, tun e Australia, owen from
the Uiniied Kingdom and ooe from Camada

The progam begins wilh leciures on fapans
eoomomy. sodety and educalion sysiem. Meetngs,
seminars, medis inberviews snd questson and answer
sessions ane scheduled with povemment oflicals,
educators, business people and jourmalists, Fellows
visii elemeniary and sscondary schools, have discus-
sions with educxtioml suthonises, (echers and sto.
denis, mesd with members of ithe KKCs Sodal Sumvey
Metwork and tor major sndusinial, comornte, edu.
itioral and culivral Boilies i Tokyo, Hinsshima,
Kyoto and Magoya They also stay in the homes of
lapanese lamilles in Tokyo for two days. Alier neurn-
Ing to their respectove conntries, fellows pobiish
neporis abit thelr activities, experiences and impres-
sioes on Lhe wehsste of the Natiomal Asncation of
Japan-America Socisties al wwwns japan. ofg,

The KKC Pellowsiup Progeam mnabies sdnoons
in gain a0 undessiznding of curnsi condidons: in
Japan theoagh three intes-related perpeatives - eda.
ation, the econceny and culiure. To berome mere
aocimial (o japunese aslmre, North American f=-
lws med in Washingion for an crientation befiore
leavany for Toipe. During this onentation llows
aidended ledures on the KKC Pellowship I"m;l,run
and [apanese mitural conssderations. We roaned
the “lapan: Theough the Eyes of a Child™ exhibit
for hantkson expetience with Japanese.styie rooms
sutrway platlonms and “bulle gin™ schedules. There

the bulletin ) novesnber 2000
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GAEE in Japan! President-Elect Walt Ellison Educators

| never dreamed of meeting Caroline Kennedy. Yes, that Caroline Kennedy, the Unite
Japan. | by no means thought | would sit across the board room table from Haruo Murase, the Chairman of Marketing
for Canon and talk about worldwide marketing strategies he is currently overseeing. These were just two of the high-
lights from my trip to Japan with the Keizai Koho Center (KKC)
Fellowship Program this past summer.

The Keizai Koho Center, in cooperation with the Na- ..
tional Association of Japan-America Societies, sponsors a 10- |
day fellowship to Japan every summer for 10 educators in the
U.S. and Canada. The primary focus of the fellowship is to learn
firsthand about contemporary Japanese society and enhance
classroom teaching of global perspectives. The trip’s 10-day ;
itinerary primarily focused on Tokyo but also included a three-
day trip to the beautiful temple-filled city of Kyoto. In addition
to meetings with Ambassador Kennedy and Chairman Murase,
our group met with several civic and education leaders from §
across Tokyo to discuss current economic, social and educa-

tional issues facing Japan.....continued on page 6. . :
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GAEE in Japan {continued)...

Almost daily the topic of Japan’s declining population and
its looming economic impact was discussed. Estimations claim
Japan's current population of approximately 127 million could fall
below the 100 million mark by perhaps the year 2050. Experts argue
the decline stems from years of economic stagflation which damp-
ens future optimism combined with little immigration to offset the
declining birthrate. This decline impacts practically every part of /
Japanese society: the labor market, tax revenue, forecasting in edu-
cation, planning for future growth, etc.

Our visits to schools, specifically two high schools and a col-
lege, provided a snapshot of the Japanese educational system.
While the Japanese approach varies from what | am accustomed to,
| could tell the teachers and students genuinely enjoyed the classes
| observed. Meetings with students proved just as enlightening despite the language barrier that eventually suc-
cumbed to pointing, motions and pictures on iPhones. The international language of music eventually took hold and
we shared several enjoyable moments courtesy of Taylor Swift, Johnny Cash, The Beatles and The Eagles. For the rec-
ord, you have not really heard Desperado until you have heard a Japanese high school girl sing it.

Our group also took in a Tokyo Giants baseball game, ate loads of authentic sushi, sang our fair share of Japa-
nese style karaoke and built friendships that now stretch across the country and around the globe. The Japanese are a
proud people who have found ways to adapt through the centuries. | will be forever grateful to the Keizai Koho Cen-
ter for the chance to travel, learn and experience all this firsthand.

AOBETNARIFTHZEIZOVNTIE, BHADLSIZFEEBIZL>TVET, BLE1E2F7EAOBEROAD
A2050 FITTBAZTDEVSFRIBHYET - - - -
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Peggy O'Connor, Contributing
Writer/Media Specialist
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This week Saint Stephen’s hosted nine of
Japanese students from Shibuya High
Schoaol in Tokyo, one of our sister schoolsin
our Global Education program. They
received a grant from the Japanese
Ministry of Education for being a “Super
Global High School” and used the grant
money to visit Saint Stephen’s for three days. The students are especially interested in
issues of peace education and international cooperation. They delivered presentations to
the 10th grade World History classes, the sixth grade, third grade and kindergartenin
addition to speaking in chapel. This year they worked with Mr. Whelan's World History
classes on a project relating to their school visit to Hiroshima.

Upon their arrival to the America on Sunday, the Japanese students were treated to a
delightful welcome reception at Dr. Pullen’s house. On Tuesday, they traveled to Saint
Petersburg to visit the Holocaust Museum with their host families. Finally, they delivered a
heartfelt appreciation of our hospitality before the start of Wednesday's Winter Season
Varsity Awards and the National Letter of Intent signing day ceremonies. Thank you to
everyone who made their stay a success.
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EARC Home Welcome to the East Asia Resource Center
About the EARC

NCTA Seminars and

Workshaps The East Asia Resource Center invites K-12 educators to explore
Write About Asia: the wealth of opportunities available to them to deepen their East Asia Resource
Saturdays at SAAM knowledge of East Asia. Center
Other EARC Events K-12 teachers in all stages of their careers will find that the East 302 Thomson Hall
Summer Seminars Asia Resource Center (EARC) Is a great place to learn more Box 353650
about China, Japan, and Korea. Year-round rammin
Teaching Resources , pa : prog g Seattle, WA 58195
includes: the National Consortium for Teaching about Asia

& 206.543.1921
8 206.685.0668
B earc@uw.edu

Sign up for EARC (NCTA) seminars; intensive summer institutes in Seattle; and
Updates other events such as one-day workshops on East Asian art,
culture, and history.
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Tokugawa Japan: Multiple Voices, Multiple Views
A summer institute for teachers of grades 3-8

Presented by Veteran K-12 Educators Patricia Burleson, Oralee Kramer and Mary Roberts

July 13-17, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Work with colleagues to address State Standards as you learn about
the period known as the 200 years of peace in Japan between 1603
and 1868, when shoguns ruled, foreigners were banned, cities and

arts flourished and economic change undermined social hierarchies.

Note: The priority application deadline was April 10, 2015. This
application is now closed.

Keizai Koho Center

Japan Institute for Social and Economic Affairs
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